
PRESIDENTIAL GROUP CANDIDATES 
 

1.  A political group desiring to have the names of its candidates for President and Vice President 
printed on the ballot shall file a petition with the Secretary of State by noon on the first Monday of 
August (August 2, 2004). 
   
2.  The petition shall contain at the time of filing one thousand (1,000) qualified electors of the state 
declaring their desire to have printed on the ballot the names of their candidate for President and Vice 
President. 
   
3.  The Secretary of State shall verify the sufficiency of the petition within ten days from the filing of 
the petition. 
 
4.  If the petition is determined to be insufficient, the Secretary of State shall notify in writing the 
political group through their designated agent, and shall set forth his reasons for so finding. 
 
5.  When notice is delivered, the sponsors shall have an additional ten days in which to do any or all of 
the following: 
• Solicit and obtain additional signatures 
• Submit proof to show that the rejected signatures or some of them are good and should be counted. 
• Make the petition more definite and certain. 
 
6.  Any amendments and corrections shall not materially change the purpose and effect of the petition.  
No changes shall be made in the petition, except to correct apparent typographical errors or omissions. 
   
7. Any challenges to the certification of the Secretary of State shall be filed in the Circuit Court of 

Pulaski County. 
 
8. A political group which has qualified for the ballot shall, by September 15, submit a certificate of 

choice stating the name of its candidate for President and Vice President, signed under oath by 
either the chairperson, vice-chairperson, or secretary of the political group’s convention  
(A.C.A. §7-8-302). 

  
Arkansas Code addressing this issue: 
 
7-8-302. Election and certification of electors - Ballots - Contesting conventions - Vacancy. 
 
     Choosing and election of electors of President and Vice President of the United States shall be in 
the following manner:   
     (1)(A) In each year in which a President and Vice President of the United States are chosen, each 
political party or group in the state shall choose by its state convention electors of President and Vice 
President of the United States. The state convention of the party or group shall also choose electors at 
large if any are to be appointed for the state;   
     (B) The state convention of the party or group shall, by its chairman and secretary, certify to the 
Secretary of State the total list of electors together with electors at large so chosen. The certificate 
shall be filed no later than September 15 in the year of the election. The filing of the certificate with 
the Secretary of State shall be deemed and taken to be the choosing and selection of the electors of this 
state, if the party or group is successful at the polls, as provided in this subchapter, in choosing their 
candidates for President and Vice President of the United States; and   



     (C) The certification by the respective political parties or groups in this state of electors of 
President and Vice President shall be made to the Secretary of State within two (2) days after the state 
convention;   
     (2)(A) Should more than one (1) certificate of choice and selection of electors of the same political 
party or group be filed by contesting conventions or contesting groups, it shall be the duty of the 
constitutional officers of this state within ten (10) days after the adjournment of the last of the 
conventions to meet in the office of the Governor and determine which set of nominees for electors of 
the party or group was chosen and selected by the authorized convention of the party or group;   
     (B) The Secretary of State shall notify the state officers of the date, time, and place of the meeting; 
and   
     (C)(i) At the meeting, a majority of the officers present, after notice to the chairman and secretaries 
or managers of the conventions or groups and after a hearing, shall determine which set of electors 
was chosen by the authorized convention and shall so announce and publish that fact; and    
     (ii) The decision shall be final, and the set of electors determined by the state officers to be chosen 
shall be the list or set of electors to be deemed elected if that party shall be successful at the polls, as 
herein provided;   
     (3) Should a vacancy occur in the choice of an elector, the vacancy may be filled by the state 
executive committee of the party or group, to be certified by the committee to the Secretary of State;   
     (4)(A) The names of the candidates of the several political parties or groups for electors of 
President and Vice President shall not be printed on the official ballot to be voted on in the election to 
be held on the day provided in § 7-8-301. In lieu of the names of the candidates for electors, the name 
of the candidate for President and the name of the candidate for Vice President with the particular 
political party designation of each shall be printed on the ballot. Each voter in this state may choose 
and elect one (1) list or set of electors from the several lists or sets of electors chosen and selected by 
the respective political parties or groups, by placing an appropriate mark on the ballot;   
     (B) Placing a cross within the square before the bracket enclosing the names of President and Vice 
President shall not be deemed and taken as a direct vote for the candidates for President and Vice 
President, or either of them, but shall only be deemed and taken to be a vote for the entire list or set of 
electors chosen by the political party or group so certified to the Secretary of State as herein provided. 
Voting by means of placing a cross in the appropriate place following the names of the candidates for 
President and Vice President shall not be deemed or taken as a direct vote for the candidates for 
President and Vice President, or either of them, but instead, as to the Presidential vote, as a vote for the 
entire list or set of electors chosen by that political party or group so certified to the Secretary of State 
as herein provided.   
     (5)(A) In order to have the name of a political party's candidates for President and Vice President 
printed on the ballot, a political party shall nominate by primary election. A new political party formed 
pursuant to the petition process may nominate by convention if the presidential election is the first 
general election after certification as a party by the Secretary of State.   
     (B) A political group desiring to have the names of its candidates for President and Vice President 
printed on the ballot shall file a petition with the Secretary of State by noon on the first Monday of 
August. The petition shall contain at the time of filing the names of one thousand (1,000) qualified 
electors of the state declaring their desire to have printed on the ballot the names of their candidate for 
President and Vice President. The Secretary of State shall verify the sufficiency of the petition within 
ten (10) days from the filing of the petition. If the petition is determined to be insufficient, the 
Secretary of State shall notify in writing the political group through its designated agent and shall set 
forth his or her reasons for so finding. When notice is delivered, the sponsors shall have an additional 
ten (10) days in which to do any or all of the following:   
     (i) Solicit and obtain additional signatures;   
     (ii) Submit proof to show that the rejected signatures or some of them are good and should be 
counted; or   
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     (iii) Make the petition more definite and certain.   
     (C) Any amendments and corrections shall not materially change the purpose and effect of the 
petition. No changes shall be made in the petition, except to correct apparent typographical errors or 
omissions.   
     (D) Any challenges to the certification of the Secretary of State shall be filed in the Circuit Court of 
Pulaski County.   
     (E) By September 15 in the year of the election, a political group which qualifies by petition to 
place its candidate on the ballot shall submit a certificate of choice stating the names of its candidates 
for President and Vice President, signed under oath by either the chair, vice chair, or secretary of the 
political group's convention.   
 
History. Acts 1969, No. 465, Art. 2, § 7; A.S.A. 1947, § 3-207; Acts 1991, No. 242, § 1; 1997, No. 
450, § 5; 2001, No. 473, § 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Presidential Group Candidate Petition 
(Individual) 

TO:  The Honorable Charlie Daniels, Secretary of State 
        State Capitol, Room 026 
        Little Rock, Arkansas  72201-1094  

We, the undersigned, propose the name of _________________________________, and  
_________________________________, as President and Vice President, whose address  
is ___________________________________, to be placed on the ballot as a Presidential  
Group Candidate in the General Election to be held on ________________, and each of us 
for himself or herself says:  I have personally signed this petition; I am a legal voter of the 
State of Arkansas, and my printed name, date of birth, residence, city or town of 
residence, and  date of signing are correctly written after my signature. 

  

Signature Printed Name 
Date 

of 
Birth 

Residence 
City or Town 
of Residence 

Date 
of  

Signing 

1             

2             

3             

4             

5             

6             

7             

8             

9             

10             

11             

12             

13             

14             

15             

16             

17             

18             

19             

20             

21             

22             

23             

24             

25             



Presidential Group Candidate Petition 

TO:  The Honorable Charlie Daniels, Secretary of State 
        State Capitol, Room 026 
        Little Rock, Arkansas  72201-1094  

We, the undersigned, propose that the political group known 
as_______________________ have its nominees for President and Vice President placed 
on the ballot in the General Election to be held on ______________________________, 
and each of us for himself or herself says:  I have personally signed this petition; I am a 
legal voter of the State of Arkansas, and my printed name, date of birth, residence, city or 
town of residence, and date of signing are correctly written after my signature. 

  

Signature Printed Name 
Date 

of 
Birth 

Residence 
City or Town 
of Residence 

Date 
of  

Signing 

1             

2             

3             

4             

5             

6             

7             

8             

9             

10             

11             

12             
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14             

15             
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17             

18             
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21             

22             

23             

24             
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